PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

8 February 2001

Ward Dasey
29 Ark Rd.
Medford, NJ 08055

Dear Ward,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the California Gull at Florence on 12 March 1997
and the Thayer's Gull on the Delaware River on 28 April 1997. Committee members had
differing views about the reports, and balloting went two rounds on both. Ultimately, after
careful review, the committee decided that it cannot accept the records.

On the California, a majority believed that the details submitted were not conclusive to add this
rarity to the Pennsylvania list. Various features including its distinctive shape and jizz make a
California likely, but most members felt that acceptance would require more precise information
about various characters such as the outer primary pattern from above and below in flight, and
the shade of the mantle indicating which race was involved. Because identifying this species
outside its usual range is seldom if ever obvious, a series of photographs may be necessary
before it can be added to the state list. ‘

On the Thayer's, three members approved the record and four did not. Though most details
were appropriate for Thayer's including your illustration of the upper primaries, those voting no
were troubled by several items: 1. The extent of black described on the under-primaries appeared
to be too great for Thayer's. 2. In flight Thayer's generally appears longer-winged than shorter-
winged in flight than Herring (relative to body length and wing width). 3. At rest Thayer's
typically has a primary extension equal to or slightly longer, not shorter, than a Herring (relative
to tail length). One member felt that the distinction from a small female Herring was not
conclusive.

The committee emphasizes that non-acceptance does not mean that the bird was not the species
reported, but rather that the committee believes the documentation submitted does not support
the identification conclusively.

We hope that this will not discourage you from submitting documentation on any rarities you
may find in the future.

Finally, the committee apologizes for the unacceptably long delay before all members were able
to vote on the record. Circumstances beyond our control caused the problem, and we believe
that we are back on a timely track.



Sincerely,

For the Committee:
Paul Hess, Chairman

P.S. Beginning this year observers will receive postcards acknowledging that the committee has
received their documentation. In addition, whereas observers formerly were notified only when
reports were not accepted (in disappointing or irritating letters like this one), they will now
receive cards announcing that their records have been accepted.

Records #346-01-1997, #348-01-1997





















Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of

Record No.: 348-01-1997

Species: Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri)

Date of Sighting: 28 April 1997 to 28 April 1997
Location: DELAWARE RIVER

County: BUCKS

Observer(s): Ward Dasey

Date of Submission: 1997

Submitted by: Ward Dasey

Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO Recording: NONE
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Record No.: 348-01-1997

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round Two

Species: Thayer’s Gull (Larus thayeri)

Date of Sighting: 28 April 1997 to 28 April 1997

Location: DELAWARE RIVER
County: BUCKS

Observer(s): Ward Dasey

Date of Submission: 1997

Submitted by: Ward Dasey
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